


Why choose Native Plants? 

Native plants have multiple benefits to the 
environment and well as the landowner includ-
ing: 

 Deep roots that soak up water 

 Reduce mowing 

 Beautify property 

What should I look for when 
selecting native plants? 

	

 Height: Tall plants can become floppy, 
choosing plants that are shorter is  more 
appropriate in urban areas. 

 Bloom Times:  Choose a variety of plants 
with different bloom times so that some-
thing is always blooming. 

 Sun Preference: Many native plants enjoy 
full sun which is a minimum of 6 hours of 
direct sunlight, but there  are native shade 
plants as well. Be sure you know how 
much sun the area you are planting in re-
ceives 

 Moisture Preference: make sure you know 
if your soil is wet or dry and which plants 

Blue Flag Iris,  

2-3 ft tall, Blooms 
early summer to 
mid summer, Full 
Sun, Prefers  

Cardinal Flower, 
2-3 ft tall, Bloom 
mid summer, Full 
Sun, Prefers  
moist-wet soils. 

Sweet Black-
eyed Susan, 3-4 ft 
tall, Blooms mid 
summer to late 
summer, Full Sun, 

Pale Purple 
Coneflower, 3ft 
tall, Blooms early 
summer to mid 
summer, Full Sun, 

Spiderwort,  

2-3 ft tall, Blooms 
spring to early 
summer to, Full 
Sun, Prefers  

Little Bluestem, 
3-4 ft tall, Blooms 
late summer to 
fall, Full Sun, Pre-
fers dry soils. 

Prairie  

Dropseed, 1-3 ft 
tall, Blooms late 
summer to fall 
Full Sun, Prefers  

Bottle Brush,  

2-4 ft tall, Blooms 
mid summer to 
fall, partial to 
shade Good in all 

Columbine, 1-3 ft 
tall, Blooms  
spring to early 
summer shade, 
Prefers dry soils. 

Wild Ginger, 6 in 
tall, Blooms early 
spring shade, Pre-
fers dry soils. 
Great ground cov-

Foxglove 
Beardtongue, 2-3 
ft tall, Blooms 
spring to early 
summer , Full Sun 
to part shade, 

Indian Grass, 

3-7ft tall, Blooms 
late summer to 
early fall, Full Sun,  

Good in all soils. 

 

Good Examples of plants native to Eastern 

Native Plant Maintenance 
Maintenance of native plant material is very 
similar to maintenance of any planting bed 
with a few important differences.  A common 
maintenance schedule might look like this: 

 Spring ( April or May)- Add thin layer of 
mulch to rain garden to reduce the need to 
weed though the summer.  Try to maintain a 
6” depression for stormwater treatment in 
the rain garden 

 Mid Summer ( June or July)- Weed or 
dead head as desired  

 Fall ( October or November)- Cut off 
dead vegetation. 

There are some important differences for 
native plant material in rain gardens.  For more 
information on maintenance of rain gardens 
and bio-cells visit cityofdavenportiowa.com/
naturalresources. 

You may also check out regional plant databases and vendors for information and 
additional native species.   Useful links are:  Living Roadways, http://
www.iowalivingroadway.com; Ion Exchange, http://ionxchange.com; and 

Simply Native, http://www.simplynativenursery.com. 
 

Watch out for Invasives!  Butter print, Queen Anne’s Lace, Japanese Honeysuck-
le, European Morning Glory, Wild Mustard, Garlic Mustard, and more.  For a 


